AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE

MUSEUM & CULTURAL CENTER

NOV. 23, 1985

Qur primacy concern is to chanael tha sympathetic andfor hostile racial
attitudes into che development of a positive Afriecan American cultural ia-
stitution to help create a better understanding and sppreciation of the
African American commupity's contribution to America and the world.In the
history of all people there comes & time when it ig¢ necessary to take action
to stop the continued mental end physical abuse resulting from raclal dis-
erimination. ‘

Today Ls . such a moment in the hlstory of African American people.Today ve
formally establish this site as the AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITACE MUSELM. &-.CULTURAL

CENTER for cthe fallowing reasons:

1) The exclus<on of African American history from scmnool curriculums in an
accurate and prover perspective has resulted in the migsunderstanding of the
aocial, economic and political conditions impacting the African Americat con-

munity,

2) City, County, State and Federal government have failed or have been much
to slow In recognizing the necessity of establishing African Amerlcan Be<ritage
Museums while recognizing the importance of establishing echnic museums in white
and other ethnic communities and refering to Blacks as “Culturally Deprived”.

1) African American males in particular suffer £rom a lack of historical
undersranding of the forces of racism that encourage their academic failure
and high race of imprisonment and unemployment.

4) We have repeatedly petitioned for funde Co develope an African An.gican
Heritage Museum with any resulta but the Seattle City louncil voies to =rend
$276,000 for two "GOLD MNNKEYS".

5) While City official and community leaders have professed their support
for the museum, their inabilicy te priovitize this project, compounded by
the crisis of Blacke students, have forced those of us who are sincere (v take.

action now,

Therefure in the spirit of Frederick Douglas, Nat Turner and John Brown we
pledge Lo defend our right to this pewly founded AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITA%E HUSEIR
AND CULTURAL CENTER with all of our heart, mind and Christian conscieunce.and if
necessary our fraedom and our lives. Four hundred years have heen much to lonp te

waeit and our patience has expired.
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